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Nine million six hundred thirty-three thousand and
nineteen. That is the number of people the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection Agency have encountered at the
U.S. borders from January 2021, when President Biden
took office, through April 2024. The numbers have
skyrocketed under this administration and are on pace
to exceed 11 million encounters before November.

A few months ago, the Biden administration issued
an executive order on developing trustworthy and safe

uses of Al to help agents respond to the border crisis.

In response, the Department of Homeland Security
released a 24-page document referred to as the Artificial
Intelligence Roadmap 2024.

The DHS has been a leader in pushing for the usage of
surveillance and biometric recognition software since it
was created after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. A
U.S. law was proposed in April to require DHS to develop
and present a plan to Congress outlining how it could
integrate technologies like Al and biometrics to enhance
border control. Part of their proposals seek to use Al and
facial recognition software to stop smugglers and cartels
before they cross the border.

This administration created the border crisis. They
have allowed fear and guilt to fester long enough to
propel the American public into action. Now they are
presenting their solution to the problem they created
so that they can seize more control. The technological
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solutions they offer threaten to limit or eliminate citizen’s
freedoms. Like draining a swimming pool one cup at a
time, liberties are removed little by little without much
notice by the American public.

While facial recognition and Al software has its
advantages in catching smugglers and cartels, there are
a number of serious questions to answer before these
ideas are implemented and legislation is passed.

1. How will Al and facial recognition software help

identify people unless there is some database of
people’s face scans to verify it with?

2. Will the next step in this progression be to
mandate a digital ID for U.S. citizens so DHS can
differentiate between citizens and non-citizens?

3. Will the next step after that be to have a global
database of all people in the name of safety and
security?

4. What similar measures are other nations taking?
Consider the answers to these questions in greater
detail:

Question 1

This common-sense question must be asked. How
can the DHS turn away or capture cartels or smugglers
with facial recognition and Al software if there is no
database of their facial scans to verify it against? This
software would be useless unless it knew who to look for.
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Question 2

The border crisis and technological advancements
are driving the U.S. toward a national digital ID. One
of the digital systems the federal government is
developing is called Login.gov. It seems poised to
become the hub for all U.S. government agencies. A
pilot program began in May to allow users to upload
their selfies as a facial recognition option to increase
identity verification and safety.

There is another interesting detail to this plan. Not
only can people upload a selfie from their smartphone,
but over 18,000 locations operated by the U.S. Postal
Service will be equipped to help people verify their ID in
person. Right now, America has the network and plans
in place for a national digital ID.

Last year over 49 million people used Login.gov.
America’s move to a digital ID is being accomplished
through backchannels and bureaucracies. The federal
government is spending hundreds of millions of
taxpayer dollars to develop technologies that will verify
citizens’ identity.

Question 3

A national digital ID is not the ultimate goal. Global
citizenship is. It's one thing for the DHS to be able have
a database of U.S. citizens to differentiate between
citizens and non-citizens but it’'s another for them to
have a database of known terrorists, smugglers or cartel
members. A national digital ID would do little to help them
at the borders. Thus, it seems the solution the world is
rapidly moving toward is a digital database of all people
which will eventually become a global citizenship.
Question 4

What similar measures are other nations taking? Have
you heard of EES? This stands for Entry/Exit System
scheduled to be launched by the European Union on
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024 (which just happens to be one
day after the U.S. presidential election). To be fair, they
did plan to launch it in May 2024, but France requested
they postpone the launch since the Summer Olympics
will be in Paris this July and August. Still, it is curious
why the EU decided to postpone the launch until this
specific day.

The EES will act as an electronic gatekeeper for entry
to an EU country at any external border. According to
the European Commission website, “The system will
register the person’s name, type of the travel document,
biometric data (fingerprints and captured facial images)
and the date and place of entry and exit, in full respect
of fundamental rights and data protection.”

This new system is marketed with all the standard,
expected promises: increased security for EU residents,
come and go much quicker without having to stand in
long passport lines, and making it easier to catch people
who are breaking the law through identity theft, fraud,
or illegal immigration.

Interestingly, the U.K. is concerned there will be long
wait times as its citizens hop across the English Channel
to France for the first time after this is implemented. As
a response, a mobile app is being launched to allow
people to register before they travel to an EU nation.
Consequences Around the World

There are a lot of ramifications — consequences
that people might not have considered in a rush for
peace and safety. For example, police in Lakeland,
Fla., had issues with three recurrent trespassers who
threatened retail staff in numerous businesses. It got
to be such a nuisance that the police installed real-time
facial recognition cameras around the city. These three
trespassers are now on a biometric watchlist, so every
time they come into the range of one of these cameras,
local police and certain city officials receive an instant
notification on their whereabouts.

When asked about privacy concerns, a Lakeland
spokesperson said, “If you’re behaving well, you should
have no problems.” She further suggested that if people
are in public, they should not expect privacy.

This is happening around the world, too. Dubai is
located on the Persian Gulf in the United Arab Emirates.
One of their popular beaches uses a police robot
equipped with Al and facial recognition software to
catch people behaving badly, like people who park their
bicycles in the wrong place or people who stand on the
bike path too long. This police robot will scan their faces
and issue a ticket to the lawbreakers by comparing the
facial scan with the person’s national biometric ID.

Now, just imagine if everyone’s money was in a
central bank digital currency and they got scanned
by a police robot or biometric camera system, the
fine would automatically come out of their account or
could be locked down altogether.

Make no mistake, this is evidence of an invisible
spiritual battle. The enemy’s ultimate goal is to silence
the spread of the Gospel, but we know God cannot be
stopped! The Apostle Paul asked the Thessalonians to
pray, “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it
is with you” (2 Thess. 3:1).

Josh is Staff Evangelist at Southwest Radio Ministries. While preparing for a career in pharmacy, God redirected Josh Davis’ heart.

He earned a Master of Divinity from Southern Evangelical Seminary and has served in pastoral ministry at his home church since 2007.
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Iran has a long and varied history. It is mentioned
many times in the Bible and is in the news today. Iran
has several proxy groups and peoples doing its bidding,
including Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis and others. It
is significant that despite the harsh persecution against
Christians in Iran, the church in Iran is one of the fastest
growing groups in today’s world. Here are some of the
factors | want to suggest for such growth...

Eschatology Determines Behavior

What a person, a people or a nation believes about
the end times determines behavior. Premillennialists,
Amillennialists, Postmillennialists and Panmillennialists
all have different views of the end times. Many of those
who believe that Israel is God’s covenant people with a
distinct place in the end times will go to Israel to serve
the nation and people in a variety of ways — construction
work, medical volunteers and to provide a multitude of
non-combatant services.

Those who see Israel as an oppressor nation will
seek to destroy the nation and the people “from the
river to the sea.” Those who have no eschatology and
are godless will live consistent with their belief: “Let us
eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”

Muslim Eschatology

Muslim eschatology has several features that resemble
biblical eschatology. Al-Masih ad-Dajjal is a prominent
figure in Muslim end-time beliefs. Masih is an Arabic title
applied to Jesus and means “Messiah.” Dajjal means
“most deceitful.” The phrase Al-Masih ad-Dajjal means
“the fraudulent Jesus,” or “the lying Messiah,” equivalent
to the Antichrist of Christian teaching.

Parallels between biblical eschatology and Islamic
eschatology are not unusual. Muhammad often claimed
that the Bible supports his message. He stated many
times that if people would read Scripture and consult
with Jews and Christians, they would agree that what
he said was true (Qur’an 5:42-48; 5:65-68; 6:114-115).

But what about the Qur’an and other Islamic literature

regarding Israel and the Jews? Muhammad did consider
the Jews “people of the book” and initially presented
himself to them as a spiritual leader.

When reading the Qur’an we find many statements
that can hardly be seen as complimentary of the Jews.
They are portrayed as disobeying God (2:92-93), reject-
ing their own covenant (2:100), distorting or twisting the
meaning of the divine revelation they have received
(2:101, 174). Jews are even cursed by God (2:88; 4:51-
52). Outside the Qur’an, in non-canonic but traditionally
accepted Hadiths, we read: “The Day of Judgment will
not come about until Muslims fight the Jews, when the
Jew will hide behind stones and trees. The stones and
trees will say ‘O Muslim fight the Jews; when the Jew
will hide behind stones and trees, the stones and trees
will say, ‘O Muslims, O Abdullah, there is a Jew behind
me, come and kill him.”

Muslim apologists will point out that the Old Testament
also has some strong, and even harsh judgments
pronounced against Israel — which is completely true.
But there is something added in the Old Testament that
sharply changes the emerging picture. God is punish-
ing Israel because He loves them (Amos 3:2). In the end
times, Israel will be judged by God, but those Jews who
remain will be purified and will be graciously accepted
by God for all eternity in the Kingdom Age (Zech 13:8-9).

Waiting For The Twelfth Imam

There are two main branches of Islam—Sunni Islam,
and Shi’ite Islam. Belief in the coming Mahdi is of pivotal
importance to the Shi’ites. “Twelvers,” as Shi’ites are
called, believe that Muhammad al Mahdi, the Twelfth
Imam, the son of the 11" Imam, Al-Hasan al-Askari, is in
“occultation”—obscurity, perhaps in hiding, or perhaps
present but not visible. When the Twelfth Imam appears,
he will bring great changes to the world, namely remov-
ing evil and injustice. This is of particular importance to
the Iranian leadership who agrees that Zionism is a great
evil that must be destroyed. The Mahdi will accomplish
this by his reappearance.

JUNE 2024 PROPHETIC OBSERVER — 3



In 2022, CBN published a revealing piece titled, “Iranian
President Prepares For 12" Imam’s Reappearance.”
Reference is made to Bernard Lewis, professor emeritus
of Near Eastern studies at Princeton, who said that Aug.
22 could be an opportune time that Iran’s then-President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, would see that as the date to
set in motion the return of the 12" Imam. Lewis gave a
chilling reminder of what this means. “There is a radi-
cal difference between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
other governments with nuclear weapons. This differ-
ence is expressed in what can only be described as the
apocalyptic worldview of Iran’s recent rulers.”

President Ahmadinejad was a strong supporter of
“Twelver eschatology.” They put emphasis on the histori-
cal succession of Imams, connected by family ties, begin-
ning with the Prophet Muhammad and concluding with
the 12" Imam.

Kairosjournal.com states that Twelvers like
Ahmadinejad believe “that the hand of God is guiding
him to trigger a series of cataclysmic events which could
precipitate the return of the 12" Imam. Only time will tell
if this is his true conviction; but if he does hold such a
view, his possession of nuclear weapons is a particularly
scary prospect.”

Further study will show that belief in the Mahdi’s return
significantly shapes Iran’s foreign policy. Iran’s leader-
ship will prioritize their actions that align with apoca-
lyptic expectations, believing that chaos and conflict
are a necessary precursor to the Mahdi’s appearance.
With good reason some fear that Iran’s leaders might
intentionally escalate conflicts to hasten the Mahdi’s
arrival. Some believe this is clearly taught in a previously-
mentioned Hadith, which states: “The Day of Judgment
will not come about until Muslims fight the Jews.”

The Role of Pious Iranian Citizens

Iranian citizens are taught to view Iran’s religious
leaders as the deputies of the 12" Imam, who will return
to check on their faithfulness. The leaders are to be
revered by the citizens. They are to give a part of their
assets and revenues to the leaders each year. Faithful
Iranians believe that these funds belong to the hidden
Imam by right.

This may explain the vicious persecution of Christians
and others, such as women who refuse to wear the
required head covering. If the general population of
Iran abandons Shi’ite beliefs and becomes lax in obedi-
ence to the Iranian leadership, the funds will stop flowing
into state coffers. The hidden Imam will be angry at Iran,
and all eschatological promises of victory over infidels
will be annulled. The people of Iran are taught to live in
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alignment with Shi’ite beliefs or face a humiliating defeat
at the hands of the Americans and the Zionists.

Clearly, belief in the Mahdi’s imminent return has a
strong influence on how Iran relates to the rest of the
world. The nation’s foreign policy only makes sense if
The Twelvers are honored. Consequently, every presi-
dential administration in the U.S. must relate to Iran on
the basis of Iran’s eschatological beliefs or face disas-
trous consequences.

In another CBN report, titled, ““Twelfth Imam, Key
Facet of Islamic Prophecy, Fuels Middle East Turmoil,”
Ray Tillman, director of the school of intercultural studies
at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, “noted that
the major eschatological question for Shi’ite Muslims is
when the Mahdi’s return will take place—and many hold
the belief that the time is near... The increasing clash
with Israel and that with the rapid rise of Christianity
in Iran, are two indications to Shi’ites that the Mahdi’s
return could very well be near.”

In the above-cited CBN report, William Wagner, senior
professor at Golden Gate Baptist Seminary and author of
the book How Islam Plans To Change the World, stated
that Iran’s religious leaders “feel like one of the major
blocking points is Israel, and that is the one reason why
they feel like they must destroy Israel.”

Is Conflict Necessary?

A little-recognized fact of Shi’ite Islam is that conflict
is not necessary. We would be wrong to assume that
militant Shi’ite beliefs are uniform throughout Iran, and
wrong to assume that Shia Islam universally calls for
revolution and a violent overthrow of secularism and an
attack against “infidels.”

The current Shi’ite leadership has corrupted Iran’s
original Shi’ite religion and made it a twisted, angry,
bloodthirsty monster that sponsored the indescribably
evil acts that were perpetrated on innocent Israelis on
October 7, 2023.

Many younger Iranians are fed up with their fascist
leaders, as expressed in the conversion of thousands of
Iranians who are now following Jesus—even though it is
so extremely costly to do so. Yes, we are to pray for the
peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6) but while you are doing
that, pray for the peace of Iran.

Larry Spargimino is vice president of Southwest Radio Ministries’ Board of
Trustees and host of the Watchman on the Wall Radio series.
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