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America’s Mental State
by Bob Glaze

I have noticed in my years here at Southwest Radio Church 

that donations vary according to economic conditions of our 

country, but not in a way that we would think. Constantly, 

every four years during the presidential election donations 

are much less than other years. However, in the past few years 

a pattern has developed that is very disturbing. Today, our 

economy is red-hot, so you would think that donations would 

be up. However, that is not the case, so I wanted to investigate 

to read what others thought about this phenomenon. 

In the Old Testament Israel had a seesaw relationship with 

God that depended on their economy. By that I mean that 

when they prospered, they tended to forget God and move 

into the direction of idols that represented sensual pleasure 

and fewer restrictions on their lifestyle. When this happened, 

God would remove the bounty they were enjoying and often 

punish them with cruel leadership that brought them back 

into bondage, often a foreign power that knew not their God. 

This revolving door relationship with God happened 

over and over again in the books of Kings and Chronicles. 

Are we only a year away from God’s judgment to end our 

run of economic prosperity? I believe that God has given 

us a window of opportunity by giving us a leader, President 

Trump, to correct our course or give us over to a cruel and 

unjust system of government that will destroy our country. 

We must remember that we cannot thumb our nose at God 

and expect to continue to receive the gifts that only God can 

bestow. Will we, can we, learn from history? The following 

may give us a glimpse of what we can expect.

Is there any correlation between the period of The Great 

Depression and today’s mental and spiritual state. We tend to 

believe that the Wall Street Crash of 1929 was the main reason 

for the state of mental health during the period between 1930 

and 1933. However, when we look at the statistics presented 

by the National Institutes of Health (www.ncbinim.gov) we 

are surprised by what we read. I am quoting a section of 

this article because of its complexity. Please note my added 

underlined sections.

“Recent events highlight the importance of examining the 

impact of economic downturns on population health. The 

Great Depression of the 1930s was the most important eco-

nomic downturn in the U.S. in the twentieth century. We 

used historical life expectancy and mortality data to examine 

associations of economic growth with population health for 

the period 1920–1940. We conducted descriptive analyses of 

trends and examined associations between annual changes 

in health indicators and annual changes in economic activity 

using correlations and regression models. Population health 

did not decline and indeed generally improved during the 

four years of the Great Depression, 1930–1933, with mortality 

decreasing for almost all ages, and life expectancy increasing 

by several years in males, females, whites, and nonwhites. 

For most age groups, mortality tended to peak during years 

of strong economic expansion (such as 1923, 1926, 1929, and 

1936–1937). In contrast, the recessions of 1921, 1930–1933, 

and 1938 coincided with declines in mortality and gains in life 

expectancy. The only exception was suicide mortality which 

increased during the Great Depression, but accounted for 

less than 2% of deaths. Correlation and regression analyses 

confirmed a significant negative effect of economic expan-

sions on health gains. The evolution of population health 

during the years 1920–1940 confirms the counterintuitive 

hypothesis that, as in other historical periods and market 

economies, population health tends to evolve better during 

recessions than in expansions.”

The article adds that during the years of 1929–1933 non-white 

males gained eight years of life expectancy from 45.7 years 

to 53.8 years and female non-whites from 47.8 to 56.0 years 

during the same period. “In economics, the terms ‘recession’ 
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and ‘depression’ refer to a decline in economic activity, with 

‘depression’ implying a much more severe (longer and deeper) 

decline, involving high levels of unemployment” (www.

ncbinim.gov). The years after the Great Depression saw an 

economic growth up to and including WWII, but a decline in 

spiritual growth. So, is there a correlation between economic 

growth and spiritual growth? For instance, divorce increased 

dramatically after the war and became socially acceptable 

during an economic boom. 

“The empirical evidence supports, to a degree, the seculariza-

tion thesis which holds that with increased income, people 

tend to become less religious (as measured by religious 

attendance and religious beliefs). Economic development 

causes religion to play a lesser role in the political process 

and in policymaking, in the legal process, as well as in social 

arrangements (marriages, friendships, colleagues). There are 

four primary indicators of the influence of economic devel-

opment on religion. Economic development implies a rising 

opportunity cost of participating in religious services and 

prayer” (www.hoover.org). 

The Hoover Institute gives the following four reasons for their 

consensus. First, education: The more educated a person is the 

more likely he is to turn to science for explanations of natural 

phenomena. (In other words, his social standings may suffer 

if he accepts the Bible as being the answers to his questions. 

He may therefore turn to science because of his stand with 

academia.) Second, value of time: An economic upturn may 

result in an increase of personal income, thereby time becomes 

more valuable and may result in spending less time in church 

and prayer. Third: urbanization: Because of economic growth, 

religion will have to compete with less religious activities and 

focus more on leisure time activities such as symphony, the-

atre, museums, and non-religious volunteer activities. Fourth: 

GNP: studies show that per capita gross national product 

has a negative effect on religious activities. For example, the 

richer a nation becomes the need for God is lessened because 

our needs are being met without spending time in His work. 

The nation, including professed Christians, has a tendency to 

forget God in time of plenty. 

Can we expect a great economy today in America to 

forecast a downward trend in Christian participation and 

giving to churches and Christian ministries and missions? 

We, along with many other Christian ministries, are experi-

encing just that. Some Christian leaders look for and believe 

that America will experience another “Great Awakening” 

in the near future. Egyptians, along with citizens of other 

countries that are experiencing this phenomena, are poor 

and subjects of slavery. 

Christianity Today states: “Christianity is on the decline, 

Americans have given up on God, and the ‘Nones’—those who 

have no religious ties—are on the rise. It is indeed true that 

parts of the Christian Church in America are struggling, while 

a growing number of Americans are far from God” (www.

christianitytoday.com). Why is Christianity on the decline in 

America? This is the greatest Christian society in the history 

of the world, but we have come too close to the world. 

Pastors must take the lion’s share of the blame. Too many 

pastors graduate from seminaries that no longer teach that the 

Bible is true and then teach the same from their pulpits. This 

belief is passed onto society in general, which removes core 

values such as faith and a dependence on God. That makes 

it much easier therefore to place trust in themselves to solve 

their own problems. Many megachurch pastors are nothing 

more than entertainers which push self-help scenarios.

There is nothing wrong with money and attaining worth. 

It is not the money—it is the love of money! “For the love 

of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 

after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 

through with many sorrows” (1 Tim.1:10). In fact, if we don’t 

make money in this society we are also condemned, “But if 

any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own 

house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” 

(1 Tim. 5:8). Therefore, it is not the making but the dispensing. 

God has blessed this nation more than any other nation of 

our time, but that blessing is in jeopardy of being taken away. 

If America does not honor God and give Him the credit for 

our economy and position in this world, He can also take it 

away in the form of a recession or depression. We must not 

sit silent and allow the ungodly to continue to prosper in our 

nation. We have sent idolators, the ungodly, and unbeliev-

ers to Washington who don’t even believe that Christ is the 

Son of God. God cannot continue to bless while He is being 

blasphemed. 

I believe that one of the reasons that God is blessing Amer-

ica is because of our stand for Israel. However, anti-Semitism 

is growing stronger in America. President Trump has sent a 

strong message of support to the world concerning America’s 

stand with Israel. This support of God’s land could vanish 

with a change in the White House. The alternative could be 

the nail in the coffin in America’s last stand. That nail could 

well be “socialism” which will certainly cause this nation and 

it economy to collapse. Would that bring us back to God?

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 

their sin, and will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14). If the past 

statistics hold true, then our economy could well be in jeop-

ardy. Will America let that happen or will America come to 

its senses and observe the fore-mentioned Scripture?
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The Democratic Party and the 
Mystery of Anomia

Pastor Larry Spargimino

“For the mystery of anomia doth already work” (2 Thess. 

2:7).

Imagine that you are a police officer in the state of California. 

You are seeking to arrest a young man who was in the process 

of committing an armed robbery. You have disarmed him and 

are trying to put the cuffs on him. You have called for backup 

that hasn’t yet arrived.

But before you know what has happened, the man turns 

quickly. You find yourself gasping for breath. He has you in 

a chokehold. He is big. You are gagging. A crowd is forming. 

Watching. They seem to be enjoying your predicament. Why 

is this criminal being allowed to overpower you, and no one 

in the crowd is coming to your assistance?

The answer: The governor of the state of California, 

Gavin Newsom, has signed a bill allowing citizens to refuse 

to help a police officer. According to a FoxNews report, the 

law previously made it a misdemeanor that carried a fine of 

up to $1,000 for refusing to help a police officer who requested 

assistance during an arrest. 

The Sacramento Bee reported that the California Posse 

Comitatus Act of 1872 was applied in the early days. However, 

Senator Bob Herzberg, a Los Angeles Democrat who spon-

sored the new bill, called the old law a “vestige of a bygone era.” 

The law was infamously employed to catch runaway slaves.

There are no longer any runaway slaves, but there sure 

are lots of criminals—and also a lot of beleaguered men and 

women in law enforcement. Don’t citizens have any respon-

sibility to maintain law and order? Do we have a new god in 

America—the god of lawlessness?

The Mystery of Iniquity

Second Thessalonians 2:7 reveals something about the pres-

ent age: “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work.” 

The original-language word for iniquity is anomia, meaning 

lawlessness. The grammatical construction tells us that the 

reference is to a time when God’s law has been willfully cast 

aside, suggesting a period of lawlessness, a time of rebellion 

against godliness and God’s established order. It reminds us 

of Daniel 7:25: “And he”—the little horn of Daniel 7:8, the 

Antichrist—“shall speak great words against the most High, 

and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to 

change times and laws.”

Anomia (“lawlessness”) is a word that appears several 

times in the New Testament and describes those times of 

eschatological upheaval. In 2 Thessalonians 2, the Apostle 

speaks about a time of “a falling away first, and that man of 

sin be revealed, the son of perdition” (vs. 3), an expression 

used of Judas Iscariot in John 17:12. Verse 4 makes it clear that 

verse 3 is not speaking of Judas Iscariot, though it is speaking 

of a volitional being who is supremely evil: “Who opposeth 

and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 

showing himself that he is God.”

Those who exhibit anomia are arrogant. Pete Buttigieg, 

the openly homosexual Democrat who aspires to be president, 

defends abortion by claiming the Bible teaches that “life 

begins with breath” (National Review, 9/6/19). Sorry, Mayor 

Pete, human life began with the breath of God at creation 

(Gen. 2:7), but the status of the human conceptus following 

creation is fully human (Gen. 25:22; Job 3:3; Luke 1:41,44).

Lawless Lawmakers Seeding the World 

With Lawlessness

Can there be any reasonable doubt that the Democratic Party 

of 2019 is a party of lawlessness? At the beginning of this ar-

ticle we have given one example. Citizens don’t have to help 

a police officer. One day the Defender of God’s order will say, 

“Depart from me, ye that work iniquity [anomia]” (Matt. 7:23).

In the eyes of lawless leaders, a.k.a. “Democrats,” those 

who are in law enforcement are the real criminals. While 

Christians readily agree that there is a Law-giver higher than 

any human magistrate, Christians also know that God has 

ordained men and women with the role of keeping law and 

order, peace and safety. “Let every soul be subject unto the 

higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 

that be are ordained of God. … For rulers are not a terror to 

good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 

the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise 

of the same” (Rom. 13:1, 3). Verse 4 puts it very plainly: The 

civil magistrate, or law enforcement officer, “is the minister 

of God to thee for good.” The word “minister” tells us that 

this individual has a sacred calling, and a sacred duty. When 
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city officials and state officials disrespect law and order, and 

make the areas under their jurisdiction “sanctuary cities” 

and “sanctuary states” for law-breakers, they are trashing the 

order of God. This is anomia at its worst.

The Bible reminds us, however, that one day, there will be 

a cosmic purge. “The Son of Man shall send forth his angels, 

and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 

and them which do iniquity [anomia]; and shall cast them 

into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth” (Matt. 13:41–42). “Furnace of fire” is referenced in 

apocalyptic literature (see Rev. 19:20; 20:14). Obviously, God 

reserves a fearsome eternity for those who promote lawless-

ness. Jesus died “that he might redeem us from all iniquity” 

(anomia) (Titus 2:14). Sadly, no one has to go to Hell, though 

many will. Hell was prepared for “the devil and his angels” 

(Matt. 25:41). 

God Created a World With Borders

Nowhere is the lawlessness of the Democratic Party more 

egregious than in their refusal to provide border protection 

for American citizens, and for those who want to come to 

America. Believe it or not, no one profits from open borders—

not even immigrants.

Pastor Sam Rodriguez, president of the National His-

panic Christian Leadership Conference—the world’s largest 

Hispanic Christian organization and pastor of New Seasons 

Christian Worship Center in Sacramento—was on FoxNews 

with Shannon Bream (7/3/19). He asked the White House if he 

could take a group of pastors to see for themselves the reported 

deplorable and inhumane conditions for illegal immigrants at 

an El Paso County, Texas, migrant detention center. “I must 

be living in a parallel universe somewhere. … I did not find 

soiled diapers. I did not find crying children. I did not find 

deplorable conditions,” Rodriguez told Bream. “I spoke to 

border patrol agents, the vast majority of which are Latino 

and many attend churches that are part of our network, and 

I asked, ‘Hey guys, did you stage this? Did you flip the script 

to accommodate people like me?’ And they went, ‘Pastor Sam, 

absolutely not. You are looking at the very thing that existed 

here for number of weeks. …’”

The charge that those who want to secure the borders 

are racists and hate brown-skinned people is ludicrous. It is 

calculated to sow discord by people who love to claim that 

America is a racist nation. If I am driving 50 mph in a 25 

mph school zone and a black, female police officer tickets 

me, can I reasonably claim that I got the citation because the 

police officer hates white males? No—I was ticketed because 

I broke the law.

In a World of Lawlessness, 

Lawless People Hate Borders

In his soon-to-be released book, God, Trump, and the 2020 

Election, author Steve Strang says we have to put things in 

the political arena into spiritual perspective. “It is light versus 

darkness, good versus evil. God’s plans and purposes versus 

the enemy’s deceitful agenda.” Despite what progressives 

say, we live in a binary world. It’s male and female, not male, 

female and 29 other possibilities. There is light and darkness, 

good and evil, right and wrong, saved and lost. Jesus said, “He 

who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather 

with me scatters” (Matt. 12:30).

God created borders around certain behaviors. They 

are off-limits. The Ten Commandments and other moral 

imperatives found in Scripture show us where those borders 

are. That’s why the Bible says that sin is a transgression of the 

law (1 John 3:4). A sin is an act, or thought, committed by 

someone who has not observed those God-ordained borders.

This is not a popular message in a lawless culture where 

“anything goes—you name it and it is okay.” No borders. No 

moral fences. They are restrictive. They force us to put a brake 

on our sinful proclivities. No restrictions against perversion. 

Perversion is rebellion against borders. Our current problems 

at our southern border are rooted in the fact that people don’t 

like borders. It’s not racism. It’s not a mean spirit. It’s not 

class struggle. It’s not an economic issue. It’s “the mystery of 

iniquity” (anomia, lawlessness) which is working furiously in 

the Democratic Party. 

First John 2:15 reminds us how absolutely binary our 

universe really is. “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him.” “World” does not mean the planet 

earth, but rather the world’s system of values, a system that 

completely leaves God out of the picture.

Concerning someone who sides with lawless progressives, 

it can be surely said, “The love of the Father is not in him.” So, 

go ahead, vote for a progressive. God already knows where 

your heart is.


