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Cashless
by James Collins

The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the trend toward a
cashless society. Experts give two reasons for this trend. First,
last year during lockdowns, people were forced to purchase
products from e-commerce sites such as Amazon instead of
brick-and-mortar retail stores. Second, people now fear handling paper money and coins over concern that the currency
could be contaminated with the coronavirus.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued
official guidance last year to retail workers in response to the
pandemic which advocated for the use of touchless payment
options. After the CDC guidance was issued, cash withdrawals from ATMs plunged 25 percent nationwide, according
to industry figures. PayPal, a digital payment company, saw
their payment volume increase 50 percent in the first quarter
of this year compared with the same quarter in 2020, which
was largely pre-pandemic. Square, which processes digital
sales, reported an incredible 95 percent increase in cashless
purchases. In a San Francisco Chronicle article dated July 2,
2021, a spokesman for Square said, “The shift away from cash
usage in this past year would have taken nearly three years
without the pandemic.”
Small businesses are suffering because of this move to
a cashless society. Most banks collect 3.4 percent in fees on
every credit card transaction, which is a significant expense
for small businesses. Many mom-and-pop operations that
were forced to close during the pandemic have yet to reopen,
and some likely will never reopen because of the extra cost
involved to move to digital payments.
The Money Removed
The acceleration toward a cashless society is not surprising
considering Bible prophecy. A cashless society is a requirement for the future one-world system of the Antichrist. The

Apostle John prophesied of a day when all the world’s buying
and selling would be controlled by a single ruler:
And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man;
and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.
—Revelation 13:16-18

Revelation 13 calls for a day when a world leader will require
all people to receive a “mark” in their forehead or right hand
without which they cannot “buy or sell.” Not too long ago,
the idea of a world where one man could control all the buying and selling on earth seemed unbelievable. After all, if
the world economy were still cash-based, people anywhere
who possessed cash could still buy and sell. Only in a cashless world can the Antichrist control all buying and selling.
Today, for the first time in history, this prophecy can now be
easily fulfilled. The one-world government of the Antichrist
could simply block someone’s electronic bank account and
credit cards which would completely cut off their ability to
purchase goods.
The Mark Received
The Greek word used for the “mark” of the beast is charagma.
In ancient times, the word charagma was always associated
with the Roman emperor. It was his official stamp or seal
which contained his name, image, and the year of his reign.
It was necessary for buying and selling and was on all documents to attest to their validity. The Antichrist will use his
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“mark” in the same way.
The “mark” will identify allegiance to the Antichrist. It
will be on the right hand or forehead and will be visible, like
a tattoo. When I was growing up, only soldiers and sailors
had tattoos. A woman never had a tattoo unless she worked
in the circus. Today, it is a rare exception for a woman not to
have a tattoo. Society has changed. It could very well be that
the mark is some type of tattoo.
Those who refuse the mark of the beast will be persecuted
and shut out of society altogether. No one will buy their
services or products. They will be barred from employment
and shopping. Eventually, they will face bankruptcy and
starvation.
Those who receive the mark of the beast will suffer
eternal judgment. Taking the mark signifies approval of the
Antichrist. No one accidentally takes this mark. People will
choose to do so with all the facts on the table. All who take the
mark of the beast will be consigned to eternal fire, damnation,
and wrath. Their suffering will last forever since they choose
to worship and serve the Antichrist instead of the one true
God (Revelation 14:9–11).
The Man Revealed
The mark of the beast is 666. Bible interpreters have offered
many suggestions as to the meaning of 666. Some believe that
seven is the number of perfection and 777 reflects the Trinity,
and that 666 points to the unholy Trinity. Some think that 666
is a computer chip, ID card, or a barcode. Some suggest that
the number refers to a specific man. For example, some said
Ronald Reagan was the antichrist because his name, Ronald
Wilson Reagan, contained six letters in all three of his names.

However, the Bible does not identify the Antichrist or interpret
his number. Instead, the Bible says that when the Antichrist
is revealed during the Tribulation, the number of his name
will be 666. Any guesses as to the Antichrist’s identity or his
number before he is revealed are just speculation. I believe it is
impractical to attempt to identify him until after the Rapture.
The Apostle Paul tells us that the Rapture is a prerequisite to
the Antichrist being revealed publicly (2 Thessalonians 2:6–9).
The Master’s Redemption
The rush toward a cashless society is another of the signs
that we are living at the end of the age. The coming of Jesus
Christ could be very soon. That should motivate us to live
for Him in these last days.
If you are not a believer, I pray you seriously consider
receiving Jesus as your Savior right now. If you do so before
the Rapture occurs, you will join in that glorious gathering
and miss the terrible Tribulation.
You see, you are guilty of sin, and your sin separates you
from God. But Jesus Christ paid the price to redeem you. The
price Jesus paid was worth more than any amount of money.
Jesus paid for your sins with His blood when He died on the
cross (Romans 5:8). If you turn away from your sin, turn to
Jesus, and believe on His name, you will be forgiven (Acts
10:43). Give your life to Christ now before your money and
your time run out.
For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?
—Mark 8:36

A Communist Utopia?
Pastor Larry Spargimino, Ph.D

There are some things that are clearly impossible. Jeremiah
the prophet asked, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or
the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good, that are
accustomed to do evil?” (Jer. 13:23). There is something else
that is impossible: A communist utopia.
The Scourge of Communism
In all its years, communism has left a trail of murder and mayhem. Communists try to persuade people that communism
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is the answer, but as people give it a try and want something
better, communism turns brutal. In the book, Why Not Kill
Them All? sociologist Daniel Chirot and psychologist Clark
McCauley write that especially in Stalin’s Soviet Union,
Mao’s China, and Pol Pot’s Cambodia, a fanatical certainty
that socialism could be made to work motivated communist
leaders in “the ruthless dehumanization of their enemies,
who should be suppressed because they were objectively and
historically wrong.”

This is the uniform conclusion of scholars from a variety
of backgrounds. Rudolph Rummel’s 1994 book, Death by
Government, claims that 110 million people were killed by
communists from 1900 to 1987. In 2010, Steven Rosefielde
wrote Red Holocaust concerning which he says, “Twentieth
and twenty-first century communism is a failed experiment
in social engineering that needlessly killed approximately 60
million people and perhaps tens of millions more. These high
crimes against humanity constitute a Red Holocaust that exceeds the combined carnage of the French Reign of Terror, Ha
Shoah [the Nazi-fueled Holocaust], Japan’s Asian holocaust,
and all combat deaths in world War I and II combined.”
In a Wikipedia entry titled “Mass killing under communist regimes,” many examples are given to show how
communism, and communist leaders, will exterminate the
opposition. A vast array of terms have
been coined to describe the grisly
slaughter of the opposition: “mass
killing,” “genocide,” “politicide,”
“democide,” “classicide,” “holocaust,”
“crimes against humanity,” and
many others. A number of authors
write that the number of victims
of communist regimes has been “extremely extensive and
ideologically based.” The Black Book of Communism claims
an association between communism and criminality: “Communist regimes turned mass crime into a full-blown system
of government.” Should we be surprised? These people are
atheists and have no morality. Life is cheap. Their dialectical
ideology is their “god.”
Mao’s Cavalier Attitude Toward Nuclear War and
the Death of 300 Million People
The Soviet leaders of the old Cold War era were guided
by a degree of moderation, pragmatism and even “moral
restraint”—I am speaking in comparative terms—that is not
evidenced by China’s leaders today. They are living under
the militant shadow of Mao Zedong. In November of 1957, a
conference of communist and workers’ parties from around
the world was held in Moscow. Mao revealed his heart when
he said: “Since our power is so strong, why do we still hold
talks with the United States? Just fight! What’s the big deal
about nuclear war? There are 2.7 billion people in the world
and even if half of them died, another half remained alive.
There are 600 million people in China and 300 million will
be left. Then what am I afraid of?” (LTC Robert Maginnis,
Give Me Liberty, pp. 129–130).

Kind of scary, isn’t it? The death of 300 million people
by nuclear war is no big deal, according to Mao. How do you
fight an enemy who has no regard for 300 million people?
I would suggest a little education. (I am again speaking in
figurative terms. Where Mao is, the only education is by
divine wrath. There is no graduation) Did he not realize the
worldwide effects of a nuclear exchange and its deleterious
effects for the next 1,700 years? Probably not. Mao had a dislike for educated people, like doctors and engineers. In the
Great Leap Forward (1958–1962), Mao revealed his ignorance.
He decided that industrialization would make China a world
power. But there was a need for high quality steel. The solution
(according to Mao)? Backyard furnaces in every home in every
commune. Huge efforts on the part of the people were made
to produce steel out of scrap metal. To fuel the furnaces, the
local environment was denuded of trees
and wood taken from doors and furniture. Pots, pans and other metal objects
were requisitioned to provide for the
production of high-quality steel. Male
farm workers, and men from schools,
factories and hospitals were taken to
operate the backyard furnaces. The result? Low quality lumps of “pig iron” of negligible economic
worth. China has certainly come a long way in technology,
but I wonder if the communist leaders still think that the loss
of 300 million lives is “no big deal”?
How much of this kind of thinking is in the heads of the
shakers and movers in China’s military today? In January of
2019, news.com.au/technology reported that “Beijing has a
devastating plan to force the world out of the East and South
China Seas—and it could cost the U.S. 10,000 lives. Rear
Admiral Lou Yuan told an audience in Shenzhen, that the
ongoing disputes over the ownership of the East and South
China Seas could be resolved by sinking two of America’s
super carriers, each carrying a crew of 5,000. Beijing has annexed several reefs in the South China Sea—territory claimed
by several nearby nations—engaging in an enormous geoengineering project to build artificial islands upon which it
has placed heavily fortified airfields and ports.
LTC Robert Maginnis zeroes in on the real issue when
he writes: “The U.S. threatens communist China on many
fronts, but the worst is truly existential for the communist
regime: ideological. America stands for human rights, freedom of speech, and an assortment of liberties—all values and
principles that Beijing’s communist tyrants opposed because,
should those intangibles become standard fare among the
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Chinese people, the CCP won’t remain in power” (Give Me
Liberty, Not Marxism, p. 123). With good reason, China is
more worried about America’s Christian writers who speak
the truth about China’s antichrist-style government than
about America’s military! The military can be shackled by
godless leaders in the White House. God’s truth can’t, and it
will eventually prevail.
Communism in Latin America and Cuba
According to Daniel DiMartino, writing for economics21.
org, Venezuela had one of the most robust economies in the
hemisphere until communist leaders Hugo Chavez and later
Nicolas Maduro implemented their socialist policies: widespread nationalization of private industry, currency and price
controls, and the fiscally irresponsible expansion of welfare
programs. The country today is in shambles.
The “woke” crowds and some American leaders on the
progressive left—the same ideologues who idolize Mao—have
cast Fidel Castro in a favorable light, claiming he brought
prosperity and gain to the people of Cuba. But a closer scrutiny shows he was a dictator whose security apparatus controlled and terrorized his people even while dispensing free
healthcare and education, a profoundly mixed legacy which
has polarized opinion about Castro. “As other countries in
the region turned away from authoritarian rule, only Fidel
Castro’s Cuba continued to repress virtually all civil and political rights,” wrote Jose Miguel Vivanco of Human Rights
Watch. Castro was a dictator who hounded his critics, scorned
elections, and ran a brutal police state. Peaceful attempts at
democratic reform, such as the Varela project, triggered swift
crackdowns, including the so-called Black Spring of 2003.
Christopher Sabatini, a faculty member at Columbia
University, writes that Cuba under the Castros “has been a
totalitarian state since 1959. There are no democratic elections.
Cubans are not allowed to congregate freely and are limited in
their freedom of expression and access to information. There’s
only one official newspaper run by the Communist Party, and
it consists almost entirely of propaganda to support the party
and its policies” (theglobalamericans.org).
Yet Castro is loved by BLM, a pro-Marxist racist organization seeking to divide people and destroy the American
republic. Want proof? Here it is. As reported by Peter Hasson for Fox News, following Castro’s death, a BLM post said:
“We are feeling many things as we awaken to a world without
Fidel Castro. There is an overwhelming sense of loss, complicated by fear and anxiety. Although no leader is without
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their flaws, we must push back against the rhetoric of the
right and come to the defense of El Comandante.” In the
post, BLM also expressed gratitude to Castro for harboring
Assata Shakur, a convicted cop-killer who fled to Cuba after
she escaped from prison in 1979. “As a Black network committed to transformation, we are particularly grateful to Fidel
for holding Mama Assata Shakur, who continues to inspire
us.” This darling of BLM was convicted in the first-degree
murder of State Trooper Werner Foerster during a shootout
on the New Jersey Turnpike in 1973.
There are several groups in Cuba seeking deliverance
from communist oppression, all reported on by the Victims
of Communism Memorial Foundation, a research and human
rights nonprofit devoted to commemorating the more than
100 million victims of communism around the world. One
group that is typical of the struggle against communism in
Cuba is the San Isidro Movement, a group of Cuban artists,
journalists, and academics formed in 2018 to protest the
government’s increased censorship. The group formed as a
reaction to Decree 349, a law that sought to require that artistic
activity had to be authorized in advance by the Cuban Ministry of Culture. The group took its name from the San Isidro
area of Havana where it was formed. Isn’t this exactly what
is happening in America—increasing censorship. I pastored
for a while in the Florida Keys. Our church was less than a
hundred miles from Havana. Castro was no friend of anyone
except those motivated by a satanic ideology that makes sinful
man the master of his destiny. This foolish idea was set forth
in National Geographic (April 2017, p. 40): “Like any other
species, we are the product of millions of years of evolution.
Now we’re taking matters into our own hands.”
We must pray for the billions who are living under the
boot of communism, and especially for our country and the
growing numbers of deluded individuals who are embracing
Marxism. One day the rebellion will end. “Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them”
(Jude 14–15).
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